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Evidence for globalization of 
rural economies and societies
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Value of global agri-food exports

2000US$558 bn

2010US$1100 bn
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World exports of selected livestock produce as 

percentage of world consumption

1964/66 1974/76 1984/86 1997/99

Bovine products 9.4% 10.3% 12.2% 16.4%

Pig meat 5.7% 6.0% 7.9% 9.6%

Poultry meat 4.0% 4.7% 6.3% 13.9%

All meat 7.4% 7.9% 9.4% 12.7%

Milk & dairy products 6.0% 7.6% 11.1% 12.8%

Source:  FAO
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Typical sources of food sold in London
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Major trade flows for rice and soybean

Source: FAO
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Trade in New Zealand dairy goods by Fonterra cooperative

Source: Grayand Le Heron (2010) in New Zealand Geographer

Fonterra ᵬ ῌ └



% of global sales of agricultural inputs controlled by major 
transnational corporations, 2004

Agrochemicals Seeds Biotechnology

Monsanto 10% 12% 14%

Dupont/Pioneer 7% 10% 13%

Syngenta 18% 5% 7%

Bayer Crop Sciences 19% 2% 4%

BASF 13% - -

Dow Agrosciences 10% - 3%

Limagrain - 5% -

Other 23% 66% 58%

Source: World Bank, World Development Report 2008
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International land investments, 2008
From The Guardian, 24 November 2008
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Foreign investment in mining, 1990 - 2001

From Bridge 
(2004)
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Global operations of mining corporation BHP Billiton
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Travel
World map of scheduled airline flights
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Migration
Major international migration flows
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Migration
Migrant farmworkers from Mexico in the United States
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Tourism

Increase in international tourist arrivals by continent
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Tourism

Most photographed places in world

Yellow = High, Grey = Low
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Tourism

Most photographed places in world

Yellow = High, Grey = Low

Rocky 
Mountains

Rural England

The Alps

Rural Italy

Rural New Zealand
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