


Migration research in GLOBAL-RURAL

Cairns, Australia: 
Chinese migrant 
farmers at turn of 

C19 & C20 and 
historical rural 

cosmopolitanism

Trepassey, Newfoundland: Out-
migration from former fishing 

village

Sardinia:Teenage migrants 
in residential centres in rural 

Sardinia

Vila Fabril, Brazil: Return migrants 
from Ireland

Xinxian County, China: State-
sponsored labour migration to 

Japan & Korea and illegal 
migration to Europe; & role of 

return migrants in rural 
development 

Lagos, Nigeria:Circular and 
return migration & 

enterprise and knowledge 
transfer and rural change

Ballyhaunis and Gort, Ireland: -ÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ȬÐÒÅÃÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÒÕÒÁÌ 
ÃÏÓÍÏÐÏÌÉÔÁÎÉÓÍȭ ÉÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÏ×ÎÓȠ "ÒÁÚÉÌÉÁÎ ÍÉÇÒÁÎÔ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÉÎ Gort; 

Muslim & East European migrant workers & asylum seekers in Ballyhaunis

Newtown, Wales:Domestic & 
international migration as part 
ÏÆ ȬÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭ

Imo, Nigeria: Remittances, 
circular and return migration 
& diaspora engagement and 

rural development 

Tanzania: Faith Based NGO, 
international volunteering 







GLOBAL-RURAL Case Studies as Sources of Migration
Trepassey, Newfoundland: 

Temporary and permanent out-
migration for work, especially in oil 

and maritime industries

Vila Fabril, Brazil: An estimated 70% 
of residents have lived and worked in 
Ireland as labour migrants; secondary 

migration to US and Australia

Xinxian County, China: State-
sponsored labour migration to 

Japan & Korea and illegal 
migration to Europe

Imo and Lekki, Nigeria: 
Migration for work, education 
and family reunion, through 

formal and informal channels



Labour and Educational Migration
To find work and improve prospects
Brazilian migrants in Ireland
Nigerian migrants in US & UK
Xinxianmigrants in Japan and Korea

Forced Migration
To escape violence, war, oppression, environmental 
catastrophe
Refugees and asylum seekers in Ballyhaunisand Sardinia

Linked Migration
To join family members
Brazilian migrants in Ireland
Nigerian migrants in US & UK

Lifestyle or Amenity Migration
To enjoy a rural lifestyle or rural amenities
New farmers in Taiwan



Nigerian Migrants 

Å Key Destinations are US and Europe
Å In 2015, migration 82% labour, 18%  refugee/asylum seekers   
Å Migrants use Legal/Illegal Pathways
Å Motivated by study, work, joining family members, business
Å Migrate with skills sets, degrees etc
Å No return, return (est. 3%), circular migrants, top brain drain source
Å Remit Human and Financial Capital
Å 5th Top Remittance Dest~ $20M/year
Å Globally Engaged Entrepreneurs
Å Specialised Skills 
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ÅTo leave migrants need to attach themselves to a connective assemblage that 
can take them from source to destination

ÅLegal, routine pathways: Airlines, ferries, visas, employment agencies, family 
networks

ÅMany rural migrants depend on brokers ɀlegal or illegal

ÅLegal brokers include state-sponsored scheme in Xinxiancounty, and meat-
industry manager recruiting Brazilian workers for Irish abattoirs

ÅIllegal brokers range from informal, undocumented migration to human 
trafficking

ÅForm and structure of connective assemblages facilitate and constrain the 
opportunities available to migrants

ÅNeed to negotiate obstacles of borders, finance, immigration requirements

ÅMigrants may not get to where they hope to go



There was a sufficient number of labor force in 
Xinxian. But there were a lot of mountains and hills. 
The farms were small. People were relatively poor. 
Working in other places become an effective way to 
make full use of the surplus labor force and increase 
their income.ȱ ɉ3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ,ÁÂÏÕÒ 
Bureau - 10/2017)



ÅJapan

ÅSouth Korea

ÅContracts of 3 years 

ÅUp to 1,500 Xinxian residents participate in these schemes each 
year




