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Migration research in GLOBALRURAL
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Migration and the Global Countryside

International migration from, to and through rural areas

* Voluntary and forced migration from rural areas especially in global south and peripheral
regions of global north

* Migration through rural areas as transit and involuntary stops (e.g. refugees at borders;
asylum processing centres)

* Migration into rural areas to provide labour; to enjoy rural lifestyles and amenities; or as
part of refugee dispersal programmes

Position of rural communities as sources of out-migration well established

Substantial migration into rural areas more recent (as a modern post-colonial
phenomenon) — New Immigration Destinations (McAreavey & Argent 2018)

Relatively little work on (interrupted) migration through rural areas
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RURAL COMMUNITIES AS
SOURCES OF MIGRATION

Motivations and Pathways
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GLOBAL-RURAL Case Studies as Sources of Migration

Trepassey Newfoundland:
Temporary and permanent ot
migration for work, especially in oi
and maritime industries

Xinxian County, China:State-
sponsored labour migration to

Japan & Korea and illegal
migration to Europe

Imo and Lekki, Nigeria:
Migration for work, education
and family reunion, through

formal and informal channels
U/

Vila Fabril, Brazil: An estimated 70%

of residents have lived and worked

Ireland as labour migrants; secondal
migration to US and Australia




Motivations for Migration

Labourand Educational Migration
To find work and improve prospects
Brazilian migrants in Ireland
Nigerian migrants in US & UK
Xinxianmigrants in Japan and Korea

Forced Migration
To escape violence, war, oppression, envwonmental

catastrophe Gk M 18
Refugees and asylum seekeBatlyhaunisand Sardinias" LN 8

T

— .-a"w’ ~ Lifestyle or Amenity Migration Linked Migration
AT A To enjoy a rural lifestyle or rural amenities ~ To join family members
wdet w4 & New farmers in Taiwan Brazilian migrants in Ireland

Nigerian migrants in US & UK
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H International Migrants ® Refugees ® Asylum-seekers

Key Destinations are US and Europe

In 2015, migration 82% labour, 18% refugee/asylum seekers
Migrants use Legal/lllegal Pathways

Motivated by study, work, joining family members, business
Migrate with skills sets, degreesc

No return, return (est. 3%), circular migrants, top brain drain source
Remit Human and Financial Capital

A 5" Top RemittanceDest~ $20M/year

A Globally Engaged Entrepreneurs

A Specialised Skills

A
A
A
A
A
A
A




Pathways for Migration

ATo leave migrants need to attach themselves to a connective assemblage that
can take them from source to destination

ALe?aI, routine pathways: Airlines, ferries, visas, employment agencies, family
networks

AMany rural migrants depend on brokegsegal or illegal

Al_edgal brokers include stateponsored scheme Minxiancounty, and meat
Industry manager recruiting Brazilian workers for Irish abatfoirs

Allleg_al brokers range from informal, undocumented migration to human
trafficking

AForm and structure of connective assemblages facilitate and constrain the
opportunities available to migrants

ANeed to negotiate obstacles of borders, finance, immigration requirements
AMigrants may not get to where they hope to go



Labour Migration from Xinxian, China

* Labour migration as a response to poverty

* “There was a sufficient number of labor force In
Xinxian. But there were a lot of mountains and hills.
The farms were small. People were relatively poor.
Working in other places become an effective way to
make full use of the surplus labor force and increas:

theirincome6 § 3AAOAOAQU 1| £ )
Bureau- 10/2017)

e Xinxian Bureau of Labour introduced a scheme to

place workers from county as migrant workers in
Japan and South Korea in 1997

* State-sponsored and brokered labour migration




Labour Migration from Xinxian

AJapan Technical training through internships, aiming to improve the
technical ability of workers. Range of employers, including Mitsubishi

ASouth Korea Employment in construction, agriculture and
manufacturing, including Hyundai. Mainly manual labour.

AContracts of 3 yearscontract in South Korea may be renewed once;
contract in Japan cannot be renewed

* Wage of 10,000 RMB per month (€1250). Migrants typically return with
savings of 300,000 — 360,000 RMB (€37,000 — 40,000)

* Participants pay fee of 30,000 RMB (€3,700) for documents and visa
application, subsidized by the local government

AUp to 1,500 Xinxian residents participate in these schemes each
year
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