Moving mighty oaks:
translocality and social acorns

Marc Welsh, Sam Saville, Laura Jones
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Translocality?

* Lineage of use within globalisation
and migration literatures (Appadurai,

Translocal -
Geographies Hannerz) — geography, anthropology,

Spaces, Places, Connections

development studies, sociology...

* But still an emerging and developing
concept

“Translocality refers to the emergence of
multidirectional and overlapping
KATHERINE BRICKELL xvo AYONA DATTA networks that facilitate the circulation of

people, resources, practices and ideas”.
Greiner and Sakdapolrak (2013 p375)




Translocal assemblages
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“Assemblage names an uneven topography of trajectories that
cross or engage each other to different extents over time, and

which themselves exceed the assemblage”.
MacFarlane (2009, p562)



Magic Moments?

Magic
Moments

are
oaly found

* The arrival of 32 vulnerable
persons from Syria

e Campaign to ‘save the Brimmon
Oak tree’
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Syrian Resettlers Translocal Networks

Syria

Lebanon,

Jordan, e UN High Commission for Refugees assess
Egypt or refugees as vulnerable persons

e UK government aim to resettle 20,000 Syrian
refugees on humanitarian grounds by 2020

o)AV » Agrees to resettle 12 families
Newtown N Identified to take 6
families: 32 people




Bad press/ Good press

m News » Politics

'l hope your consciences can cope with Cologne-style
attacks': Councillor rebuked for email about asylum

seekers

Ahead of the arrival of asylum seekers, Tory Peter Harris wrote to senior Powys councillors pointing to the alleged sex assaults
by immigrants in the German city of Cologne

“There were a lot of nasty letters in the
press about refugees coming in, which
was awful you know... ignorant.
Newtown’s been fluid through the years
... a lot of people who’ve come in
they’ve been sort of foreigners here, so
for them to write letters in the paper, |
think its dreadful. Saying that they’re
not enough doctors and not enough
schools. It’s 6 families.”

Volunteer interview 2018



Good intentions
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“I think as lovely as people are VNS o~

everybody has that want, to help and it ﬁﬁl&’ A
support, and it was just a bit too Cellldh o T s Y
much... It kind of just bombarded the

families. Some people got addresses”.

“The one thing that they’re desperate
for is Wi-Fi because they just want to 1.

A
+ Newtown Refugee Support '

link home just to say we are here and °s Group i
we are alright. So getting the bank "4 The Elephiont & Castle | <
. . Y Broad St Newtown b 3,
account and everything set up is really iy on I
. (A Saturday March 11thfr0m 7.30 to 11 00pm v
important so that they can have that s g

Support worker interview “ A
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“The event that has been breath-taking was the food festival...Lisa
and Irene went with the women by train to Birmingham to shop.
| think they loved it because of lots of people and shops with
familiar products. They are city people, you know. So there was a
display kitchen, a demonstration kitchen set up and they cooked
and the tent was full of people watching and trying things, and
they loved it”.

Volunteer
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Syrian refugee families to be housed In
Llandrindod Wells

® 7 November 2017 f © v [ < Shae

These Syrian refugees in Aberystwyth thanked the town's residents after their welcome earlier this year

Six families of Syrian refugees will join the 12 already resettled in Powys,
under a new council proposal.

They would be the first to be placed in Llandrindod Wells, which was recently
named the happiest place to live in Wales.

Uneven and continuing
connections - stories are
unfinished

“There’s all those issues
that everybody has, but
are just a bit heightened
because they have the
language barrier. .... So just
the usual issues of living in

Newtown”
Support worker



The Brimmon Oak

GRIFFITHS

Mervyn: everybody said it to us, ‘why the
tree?’ But when you see my Auntie and you
see my Uncle...

Andrea: And she still loves it now.

Mervyn: ... still loves it and she used to play
shop round it and she’d been on films and
telling us the stories of it and she still goes
up regular now and she’s 89



Connecting to one...

Mervyn: ‘Four or five years and then all of a
sudden, this bloke comes with me and then
he’s on the phone to BBC. He was on the
phone to the Woodland Trust and | was like a
rabbit startled with the lights, you know what
| mean. And he said you’ve got to get it on
social media’
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Connecting to many...

One Brimmon Oak, 238 ancient oaks remaining in
whole of Wales, thousands combined their voice to
take action to protect it

Aug 6", 2015:
22 initial members in local area - More
* One member adds over 200 people — including from F—

London, Exeter, Bristol, Cardiff, Hereford, Isle of Wight
° Rob McBride (Tree Hunter) adds members in Belgium, Currently the markers for the bypass are within 3 to 4 metres of Brimmon

Oak No.1. We are discussing with project contractors for the Welsh Govt. to

Spain, and France. e T
Aug 7th, 2015 SEW
0« 9 \ 0 N
* Group reaches 1000 members A SN
. . LA o’
* 5 members added in Thailand 0,00 090
e ® ‘ . .. 6 0o
Today — three years later : e 0 v e
. . . 0 o,
5,764 members incl. large number in USA and Australia A vy

Mervyn: ‘With the grandson, we put it down on Facebook; ‘save the Brimmon
ancient oak tree’ and within 24 hours, we had over 1000 members!’



Campaigh Moments:

* Expertise and celebrity endorsements
— Professional arboriculturalist from Scotland
— Countryfile host Matt Baker, lolo Williams

e Support from campaigning groups
— Newbury bypass, Sheffield Tree Action Groups

* Mainstream media breakthrough
— Mervyn gives interviews to S4C and Radio Wales

* Local group release ‘The Brimmon Tree’ song * STAG SHEFRELD TREE

ACTION GROUPS
— YouTube, played on Dutch radio

Shropshire
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" Call to save ‘ancient oak ; . o
from bypass It is part of us, to be honest,

we've looke 4 after it and maintained




Bending the Bypass

Voting starts 1st February- 28th February
Vote at: treeoftheyear.org
for more information about the Brimmon Oak
visit: http://www.treehunter.co.uk/

f :Save The Brimmon Ancient Oak Tree
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Mervyn: ‘All of a sudden, I've got an
army behind me and it’s people power
really has saved the tree’

February 2016: Final Bypass route announced,
incl. 15 metre protected zone around Brimmon Oak
March 2016: Construction work begins

Tree of the Year with Ardal
Welsh Tree of the Year 2016 Saann
UK Tree of the Year 2016
European Tree of the Year
Runner-up 2017




“Instead then, of thinking of places as areas with
boundaries around, they can be imagined as

=™ articulated moments in networks of social relations, =

- experiences and understandings are constructed on a =

~ far larger scale than what we happen to define for that *

; moment as the place itself ... This in turn allows a sense 3

of place which is extroverted, which includes a
= consciousness of its links with the wider world, which
s integrates in a positive way the global and the local”

Massey 1994 p154 (C|ted in Stenbeka 2012, p56-57



