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Translocality?

ÅLineage of use within globalisation 
and migration literatures (Appadurai, 
Hannerz) ςgeography, anthropology, 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅΧ

ÅBut still an emerging and developing 
concept

άTranslocalityrefers to the emergence of 
multidirectional and overlapping 
networks that facilitate the circulation of 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎέΦ 

Greiner and Sakdapolrak(2013 p375)



Translocalassemblages

ά!ǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜ names an uneven topography of trajectories that 
cross or engage each other to different extents over time, and 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜέΦ 

MacFarlane (2009, p562)



MagicMoments?

Case studies from Newtown, Powys

Å The arrival of 32 vulnerable 
persons from Syria

Å Campaign to ΨǎŀǾŜ the Brimmon
Oak ǘǊŜŜΩ



Syrian ResettlersTranslocalNetworks

Syria

Lebanon, 
Jordan, 
Egypt or 
Turkey

ωUN High Commission for Refugees assess 
refugees as vulnerable persons  

UK
ωUK government aim to resettle 20,000 Syrian 

refugees on humanitarian grounds by 2020

Powys ωAgrees to resettle 12 families

Newtown ωIdentified to take 6 
families: 32 people



Bad press/ Good press

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ were a lot of nasty letters in the 
press about refugees coming in, which 
was awful you know... ignorant. 
bŜǿǘƻǿƴΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƭǳƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
Χ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƻ 
for them to write letters in the paper, I 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘǎ ŘǊŜŀŘŦǳƭΦ {ŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
not enough doctors and not enough 
schools. LǘΩǎ 6 familiesΦέ

Volunteer interview 2018 



Good intentions

άL think as lovely as people are 
everybody has that want, to help and 
support, and it was just a bit too 
much... It kind of just bombarded the 
families. Some people got ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎέΦ

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ 
for is Wi-Fi because they just want to 
link home just to say we are here and 
we are alright. So getting the bank 
account and everything set up is really 
important so that they can have that 
Wi-Cƛέ

Support worker interview



Local connections via Birmingham

ά¢ƘŜ event that has been breath-taking was the food ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΧ[ƛǎŀ 
and Irene went with the women by train to Birmingham to shop. 
I think they loved it because of lots of people and shops with 
familiar products. They are city people, you know. So there was a 
display kitchen, a demonstration kitchen set up and they cooked 
and the tent was full of people watching and trying things, and 
they loved ƛǘέΦ 

Volunteer



Uneven and continuing 
connections - stories are 

unfinished

ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ all those issues 
that everybody has, but 
are just a bit heightened 
because they have the 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊΦ ΧΦ {ƻ Ƨǳǎǘ 
the usual issues of living in 
bŜǿǘƻǿƴέ

Support worker 



The Brimmon Oak

MervynΥ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ΨǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŜŜΚΩ But when you see my Auntie and you 
see my ¦ƴŎƭŜΧ
Andrea: And she still loves it now.
MervynΥ Χ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ 
ǎƘƻǇ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
telling us the stories of it and she still goes 
ǳǇ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 89


