m/
|
Everyday Globalization in a

Rural Small Town

- -— - _
- o — y -
=m *a

Michael Woods

Jesse Heley

Laura Jones

Marcus Welsh
Anthonia Onyeahialam

W/SERD


http://www.aber.ac.uk/images/id-2007/emf/aber-uni-logo.emf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=oJ8tENW5MDtpDM&tbnid=sns5goLp0cLZ0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://curie.fr/fr/nomination/conseil-europeen-recherche-4-jeunes-chercheurs-l%E2%80%99institut-curie-recompenses-0&ei=DnmIU-vZEY6A7QaCtoCoCg&bvm=bv.67720277,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGS6U4i266T7qw7V1AeMlB48k-i-w&ust=1401539191988819

Background

European Research Council Advanced Grant
GLOBAL-RURAL
February 2014 — January 2019

Understanding globalization and its impacts in rural
localities

5 work packages
(Re-)assembling the global countryside
Mapping and narrating the global countryside
A (counter-)topography of everyday globalization
Differential global engagements in emerging rural economies
Rural assemblages and grounding global challenges
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WP 1: Re-assembling the global countryside

Case Study 1: Closure of
Moreton Sugar Mill,
Nambour, QLD

Using assemblage theory to *
trace interactions of global
restructuring and local
agency

Local responses to the mill
closure

Impact on the locality




WP 1: Re-assembling the global countryside

Case Study 2: Chinese
farmers in northern
Queensland, ¢ 1900

Inter-racial relations in
district as early rural
cosmopolitanism

Role of rurality in shaping
attitudes

Lessons for immigration in
C21 countryside




WP 3: A (counter-) topography of everyday
globalization

For most rural places, the impact of globalization
IS more subtle and mundane

Exploring the practices and experiences of
‘everyday globalization’ through an in-depth
ethnographical study of a single town
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experience of rural places?
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Newtown: an ordinary town




Newtown: an ordinary town

Population (2011): 11,317
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Historical basis of
Newtown economy

Agriculture
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Newtown Planning Proposals 1968

Global Rural Project

bbreviations
MWDC: Mid Wales Development Corporation
["] Agricultural and Residual Areas [l Public Buildings Bl Landscaped Features [__| Railway  [__| Secondary School —— Railway line | £ P"’"'Yasr;’"s";"wl

A A o iqant i LG: Local Government
B Ancient Monuments [ Hotel Private Open Space [ Residential [ (7] Sewage Disposal Works——— Road LEclom Qramiant

[ commercial I Industry [[7] Public Open Space || River EZA storage HE o o
L Library

Abstract: Redrawn copy of the planning pmposals for Newtown, Powys, as set out in the town planning
map No. 7 prepared by the MWDC i m 1968.
Data source: ion (1968) 'Draft Planning Proposals for the Expansion

@A&ERYS‘MYTH sl g of Newtown, Momgomysme 1968, Nev_nm
y lines are not or offically
e o v Copyﬂgm 2014, Aberyslwylnl itable at https y press.com/
This document is licensed by Creative Commons Date: 05/01/2015
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Newtown today
(greyed out area reflects spatial extent of town in 1968)



Population and migration

Increase in population from 5,000 in 1960s to over
11,000 by 1990s

® Midlands BN England  m S England
®m Qutside E&W m Mid Wales = N Wales
m S Wales

Bornin Bornin Bornin Born
England  Wales EU outside
EU

Origin of Migrants to Newtown 1970s-1980s Newtown residents, 2011 Census



Ethnic entrepreneurs

Professionals

Nikolaos Chasapis

DipDs Thessaloniki 2004
e.g. Greek, Polish & | Bopvigharsck
Egyptian dentists P

Kamil Knychalski
Lk Dent Wroclaw 2007

Ali El Maadarani
D Dent Kaunas 2010

Practice Opening Times:
Mendey - Friday 500 - 1300 and 1400 - 7700

" 700 hewet dovval achvicn ostaiche the above
oG haurs yoo should telephane

Refugees
e.g. Viethamese 1978, Belgian musicians WW1
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Control Techniques
Owned by US firm
Emerson

Factory in Newtown 1974
Employs around 500
people

Laura Ashley

Relocated to mid Wales
Major employer in 1980s
Bought by Malaysian firm
MUI 1997

Production moved to Asia
Subsidiary Texplan still
operates in Newtown
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Research questions

What social, economic, political and cultural connections
link Newtown with the wider world?

What have been the key factors in shaping the connected
geographies of Newtown over the last 50 years?

What has been the effect of evolving global connections
on the social, economic and cultural life of the town?

Have evolving global connections contributed to the
development of a ‘global consciousness’ among
residents of the town?

What do the dynamics and experiences of everyday
globalization in Newtown tell us about how globalization
IS reproduced through local places?



Topography and Countertopography

Cindi Katz (2001) ‘On the grounds of globalization: a
topography for feminist political engagement’, Signs, 26,
1213-1234.

‘I want to get at the specific ways globalization works on
particular grounds in order to work out a situated but at
the same time scale-jumping and geography-crossing,
political response to it.” (Katz 2001: 1216)

“These outcomes can be scrutinized through means of a
topography that at once expresses and enlivens the
operation of globalization while bringing them to bear on
material social life” (Katz 2001: 1219)



Topography and Countertopography

“To do a topography is to carry out a detailed examination
of some part of the material world, defined at any scale
from the body to the global, in order to understand its
salient features and their mutual and broader
relationships ... producing a critical topography makes it
possible to excavate the layers of process that produce
particular places and to see their intersections with
material social practices at other scales of analysis™ (Katz
2001: 1228)

“threads of local globalizations can be seen in the
landscape, and doing a topography brings them into
sharp relief to expose their tensions, contradictions and
affiliations.” (Katz 2001: 1228)



Topography and Countertopography

“If what | have produced here is a critical topography
Intent on showing certain traces of globalization on
particular grounds, how can the significance of these
forms and practices be made translocal and
connected to other specific topographies affected by
global processes in analogous ways?” (Katz 2001:
1229)

A counter-topography

Uses metaphor of contour lines to identify lines of
affinity and shared experience between places

Following connections from the bottom-up



Research methods

Ethnographic Participatory methods
observation Participant diaries
Interviews Map of the world
Discussion groups Bring-and-share
Questionnaires dinner

Archives and Photography
documents Workshops

Interactive walks
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e  The Railway Station
>_" Travel

(Holidays, business,
group travel)



The Chinese

Take-away
Food
Migration







The Football Club
Sport







he Charity Shop

T —
| —  Global awareness and




¥ The Supermarket
Shopping
Food and agriculture
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Business Survey

Mochdre, Vastre and Dyffryn Industrial Estates
Of the 48 businesses that completed surveys...

31% Manufacturing; 35% Retall
47% with <9 employees; 45% between 10-49 employees

35% of businesses established in Newtown before 1990,
65% of businesses after 1990

48% made purchases from suppliers outside of the UK

33% made sales to international customers



Business story 1: Makefast

Manufacture yacht fittings
(e.g. canopies and sunroofs)

Safety fasteners for PPE
(e.g. life jackets and harnesses)

Relocated to Newtown in 1989
Customers - boat and yacht building

companies in USA, Europe and
China

Best selling product — flat buckle

Portaledge used on El Capitan's
Dawn Wall, Yosemite National Park




Business story 2: Contact Attachments

Relocated to Newtown in 1970s
due to financial incentives
offered by DBRW

Manufacture of forklift truck
attachments

Customers include:
BP, the UN, Chevron,
Singapore Airlines,
Eurostar, Honda,
Glaxo-Smith Kline

Internet sales
Poor tranSpOrt COnneCtionS Map of International Customers

Source: Contact Attachments website




Business story 3: G&T Evans

Building and agricultural merchants since 1945
Dulas Mill - former site of Italian POW camp
Niche products:

‘Wood Wool’ to Potteries
Financial crisis 2008, fall in demand

Nissen Hut to Port Lockroy
research base, Antarctica




Business networks

Behind the ordinary facades of the industrial estate are a
complex set of international networks and supply chains

Newtown residents enmeshed in the global economy
through their everyday work

More-than-human mobility of materials, components &
products and human mobility of managers, sales reps,
migrant workers

Affinities through networks but vulnerabilities to distant
events

Re-territorialization of traditional industries



Wool Industry
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Global Wool Industry

British Wool Marketing Board —
2"d Jargest UK depot in Newtown

Handled over 5,500 tonnes
of wool during 2013/14 season

Over 30% of UK wool exported to China:

British Wool
Exports
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR WOOL
PATROH HRHTHE PRINCE OF WALES

Tracing upstream and downstream connections
International Campaign for Wool — environmental credentials
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-+ Outward and Inward
Connections

The Supermarket
Shopping
Food and agriculture -




Outward connections

Global commodity chains
Globalization of agriculture
Influence of supermarkets
Tesco corporate network




Inward connections

Changing eating habits
Changing shopping habits
Closure of local shops
Ethical shopping?

Fair trade

Local produce
Market hall
Food festival
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« Former cattle market

 Nearest cattle market
now at Welshpool (16
miles)

 Altered relationship
between farmers and

town
* Time-Space Expansion
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China, milk and the return of the urban dairy?

Posted by Michael Woods, 19th November 2014

One of the most remarkable features of agri-food globalization has been the transformation of dairying into a global foot-loose industry.
Remarkable because milk is the archetypal perishable good: it can be preserved by converting it into cheese, or butter or yoghurt, but
fresh milk spoils quickly and needs to consumed soon after production. As such, it was a principle of old-style agricultural geography
that dairy farming happened in districts relatively close to urban areas, with actual dairies often located in towns and cities so that fresh
bottled milk could be delivered to customers daily. Advances in preservation technologies disrupted this relationship, allowing fresh milk
to be stored for longer and transported over longer distances. As proximity to the market decreased in significance as a locational
factor, dairy farming has become a foot-loose industry, clustering in regions where production costs are most cost-effective. In Australia
this process was accelerated by the deregulation of the domestic milk market in 2000, which removed production quotas previously
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Torrington,

Lines of affinity? Devor

Opposition to construction of
Tesco supermarket in 2006

Parallels with anti-supermarket
protests in other towns

Maleny,
Australia |

Sherborne,
Dorset



Other local campaigns
Opposition to McDonalds’

Objections to town-twinning
with Les Herbiers in 1998
due to beef export ban

Protests against windfarms
and electricity pylons




Next steps

WP3: Research Plan

MONTH ] 2 3 4
Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14

MNewtown Development Plan (1969)
Dissassembly [ Reassembly
Town Flan

5 7 8
Jan-15 Mar-15 Apr-15

Site: Housing Estate
Policy remit / discourse /imaginaries - outcomes
Physical construction

El 10
May-15 Jun-15.

13 14 15 16 17
Sep-15 Oct-15 Nov-15 Dec-15 Jan-16

Sites of Consumption: Supermarket, Restaurant, Charity Shop
Materiality - food and clothing, supply chains, economics

19 20 21
Mar-16 Apr16 May-16

22
Jun-16

Ethics, global consciousnass
>Food security, local food and agriculture (e.g. Cwm Harry initiative)
Migration and food culturas
Methods: Interviews and oral histories, focus groups, photograph Mathods: interviews, athnography, follow-tha-thi
participatory mapping >Leads: All
> Leads: All

>Base maps: 1968, 1575, 2014 >People - lived histaries, migration, gznerations, health and wellbeing
Projected development
Virtual and Imaginative geographies

Social and material change

food memories, bring and share dinnar, mappi

Scoping Interviews
Key organisations
eads: L and MW Sites of Leisure and Amenity: Football Stadium, Theatre Hafren, Gregynog Festival
notball team, stadium, supporters, transfers, fixtures..,
eisure centre - development plan
Site: Industrial Estates (macro)
Development policy - outcomes

Site: Businesses (micro)
ndividual business stories

> Theatre - professional and amateur
ocal festivals - Gregynog une 2015 and June 2016)

Change aver time - business growth, closures etc. uitar shop - loca| music scene, cultursl influences, material goods

Warkers - commuting, skills, work bicgraphies etc.
Supply chain linkages Methads: interviews
Methads: secondary data, archival, business survey] interviews, sthnography, participant observation, soundscapes, archival, mappin
follow-on interviews, mapping

> Leads: U and JH

adywell House
History of Ladywel| area of Newtown
Development policy | service sector jobs
Oreanisations: county council, town council, NRW...

Sites: Railway Station and Waterways (Mobilities theme)

silway: past and present movements of goods and people...
ourism and travel, socis| netwarks, town bipass

participant, posteards, mappin
Methods: archives and stakeholder intervisws.
Leads: MW

eads: MW
iver and canzl: trade and industrial development, floods,

ion-human actors [plants and animals, invasive species)
tethods: Intervie ¥
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Assembling Newtown blog: - i e
https://everydayglobalization.wordpress.com/ '

Global Countryside blog:

https://globalruralproject.wordpress.com/

Twitter:
@globalrural




