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 ά¢ƘŜ countryside is in urban hands already, as it 
has been since the city generated its trade and 
capital.έ 

Anthony Barnett (1998) in Town and Country, p. 342. 















Re-imagining the Rural 

ÅShifting scales 
ïThe countryside of the city 
ïThe national countryside 
ïThe global countryside 

 
ÅHow do we imagine the rural in the era of globalization? 
ïwǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ άto serve two new and very different 

purposes ς playground and dumping ground ς as the traditional 
rural economy ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎέ όEpp & Whitson, 2001, Writing Off The 
Rural West, p xv) 

ïToo passive? 
ïRural actors as active agents in reproducing, negotiating and 

contesting globalization? 



Assemblages 

άŀ collection or gathering of things or ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ  
Dictionary definition. 

 
άassemblages are composed of heterogeneous elements that 
may be human and non-human, organic and inorganic, 
technical and natural.έ  

Anderson and McFarlane (2011) in Area, p 124 
 
ά¢ƘŜ term is often used to emphasise emergence, multiplicity 
and indeterminacy, and connects to a wider redefinition of 
the socio-spatial in terms of the composition of diverse 
elements into some form of provisional socio-spatial 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ  

Anderson and McFarlane (2011) in Area, p 124 
 



Assemblage Theory 



Assemblage Theory 

ÅThe components of an assemblage have both 
material and expressive roles 

ÅAn assemblage is stabilized and destabilized 
through processes of territorialization and 
deterritorialization 

ÅAn assemblage is given an identity through 
coding and decoding 



Assemblage Theory 

Å!ǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ΨǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΩ 

Åάώ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜϐ Řƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ 
ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ 
since they involve reference to the properties of other 
ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎέ ό5Ŝ Landa, ANPS, p 11) 

Åάŀ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘŜǘŀŎƘŜŘ 
from it an plugged into a different assemblage in which 
ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ό5Ŝ Landa, ANPS, p 10) 

 



Assemblage Theory 

ÅAssemblages are dynamic and constantly 
changing 

ÅάǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ 
change, new elements may enter, alliances may be broken, 
ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǎǘŜǊŜŘέ ό!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
McFarlane, 2011, p 126) 



Places as Assemblages 

ÅChapter of ANPS ƻƴ ΨŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀǎ 
assemblages: 

ïBuildings as material components 

ïIconic skylines as expressive components 

ïTerritorialization through residential practices 

ïDeterritorialization through gentrification 

ïInteractions between town and countryside as 
relations of exteriority 



Rural Places as Assemblages 

ÅMaterial components: Landscape, buildings, crops, 
livestock, wildlife, economic commodities 

ÅExpressive components: Aesthetic qualities of landscape, 
ΨǊǳǊŀƭ ƛŘȅƭƭΩΣ Ŧƻƭƪ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
identity 
 

ÅTerritorialization: Working the land, family inheritance, 
administrative boundaries 

ÅDeterritorialization: Migration, loss of rural services, 
amalgamation of municipalities 
 

ÅCoding: 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨǊǳǊŀƭΩΣ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ 
development programmes, media representations 

ÅDecoding: Changing meaning of rurality 



Rural Places as Assemblages 

ÅRelations of exteriority: 
ïComparison of rural and urban 
ïInteractions with local towns and the region 
ïMigration flows 
ïEconomic transactions 
ïPower relations 
ïLƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ψtranslocal ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜǎΩ 

 
Understanding the relational constitution of rural 
place in the context of change, restructuring and 

globalization 
 



Assemblages and Globalization 
ÅHow does globalization transform the material composition of 

rural places through the introduction, removal, substitution 
and circulation of material objects including commodities, 
technologies, crops, financial capital etc.? 
 

ÅIƻǿ ƛǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ΨǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
behaviours, cultural practices and mobilities of migrants, 
tourists, entrepreneurs and public officials? What impact does 
this have on the expressive composition of rural places? 
 

ÅHow does the stretching and multiplication of social and 
economic relations in globalization alter the territorialization 
of rural place? Are rural places being stretched over more 
expansive territories? 



Assemblages and Globalization 

ÅHow is the rural discursively constructed as a global space in 
social, economic and environmental terms? How are these 
translated to the local level through the coding and decoding 
of rural places? 

 

ÅHow are contemporary rural experiences of globalization 
historically situated? What are the legacies of earlier global 
engagements and the resultant assemblages? 
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Outports of 
Newfoundland 





Expressive components:  

Isolation, Harsh climate, Resilience, Community 

Photographs from Candace 
Cochrane (2008) Outport: The 
Soul of Newfoundland 



Material components: 
Å Landscape 
Å Buildings 
Å Boats 
Å Sea 
Å Fish 



Fish as a component with both a material 
(economic) and an expressive (symbolic) role  



Territorialization defined by 
distance and (in)accessibility 



Territorialization of place 
extending out to sea 



New material components reshaping 
external relations 
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Reterritorialization 



{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

Hibernia oil field Alberta tar sands 
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Re-coding place 
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