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Background

ÅEuropean Research Council Advanced Grant
ÅFebruary 2014 ςJanuary 2019

ÅUnderstanding globalization and its impacts in rural 
localities

Å5 work packages
ï(Re-)assembling the global countryside
ïMapping and narrating the global countryside
ïEveryday globalization in a small town
ïDifferential global engagements in emerging rural economies
ïRural assemblages and grounding global challenges



Research rationale 

Å.ƛŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΩ
ÅFocus in rural research on 

transnational processes, flows and 
networks
ÅTendency to study spectacular 

examples

ÅFor most rural places, the impact 
of globalization is more subtle and 
mundane



Everyday globalization

How do these processes work together to change (our experience of) 
rural places? 
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Theoretical Context

Building on Prof Mike Woods previous work on the Global Countryside 
and DERREG FP7 project, which involved the application relational 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧΦ

The Relational Rural 
Å Rural places are not discrete, bounded territories that share an 

essential absolute rurality 
Å Rural places are complex assemblages of diverse social and physical 

elements that each part of wider networks and relations 
Å Rural places are always connected to other places (both rural and 

non-rural) through social, economic and political relations 
Å The rurality of place is always defined in relation to other places 
Å How do we develop the theorisation and application of the 

relational rural? 



Theoretical context 

Assemblage Theory 

Å άŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ Dictionary definition. 

Å άŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ heterogeneous elements that may be human and 
non-ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƻǊƎŀƴƛŎΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦέ 

Anderson and McFarlane (2011) in Area, p 124 

Å ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ emergence, multiplicity and indeterminacy, 
and connects to a wider redefinition of the socio-spatial in terms of the composition 
of diverse elements into some form of provisional socio-spatial formationέ 

Anderson and McFarlane (2011) in Area, p124 



Theoretical context

Å Assemblages are dynamic, being continuously and actively stabilized and destabilized 
through processes of Territorialization and Deterritorialization

Å Approach emphasisesMaterial and Expressiveroles of components

Å An assemblage is given an identity through Coding and Decoding

Å Assemblages ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ Ψrelations of exteriorityΩ 

άώ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜϐ Řƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘ 
cannot be reduced to them since they involve reference to the properties of other 
interacting ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎέ ό5Ŝ Landa2005, p 11) 

Å Multiple assemblages co-exist and are mutually constituting.  An individual entity can be a 
component of different assemblages simultaneously 

άA component part of an assemblage may be detached from it and plugged into a 
different assemblage in which its interactions are ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ό5Ŝ Landa2005, p 10)

Å Assemblage does not privilege one level of organization over another; social reality is 
ΨƳǳƭǘƛ-ǎŎŀƭŜŘΩ

A New Philosophy of Society, Manuel DeLanda(2005)



Assemblage theory and place

ÅAssemblage theory has gained popularity in human 
geography and sociology 

ÅEmphasis ƻƴ ΨtranslocalŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜǎΩΥ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
networks operating across space 

ÅApplications in rural geography/sociology:
ïGlobal land-grabbing assemblage (Murray Li 2013)
ïGlobal biofuel assemblage (Hollander 2010)
ïForest management (Murray Li 2007) 
ïRural microfinance (Rankin 2008) 

ÅLittle examination of places 
as assemblages 



Rural Places as Assemblages 

Å Material components: Landscape, buildings, crops, livestock, wildlife, economic 
commodities 

Å Expressive components: !ŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ΨǊǳǊŀƭ ƛŘȅƭƭΩΣ Ŧƻƭƪ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ 
emotional attachments, sense of identity 

Å Territorialization: Working the land, family inheritance, administrative boundaries 
Å Deterritorialization: Migration, loss of rural services, amalgamation of municipalities 
Å Coding: 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨǊǳǊŀƭΩΣ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ 
Å Decoding: Changing meaning of rurality 
Å Relations of exteriority:

ςInteractions with local towns and the region
ςMigration flows
ςEconomic transactions
ςPower relations
ςLƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨtranslocalŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜǎΩ

Understanding the relational constitution of rural place in the context of change, 
restructuring and globalization



Why assemblage theory?

Å Globalization is not an unstoppable, homogenizing 
force imposed from above 

Å It is reproduced through local places in acts of 
negotiation and contestation (Massey 2005) 

Å Need to examine the micropolitics of globalization in 
rural localities 

Å Assemblage as a way of looking at things ςan ontology 
of relations and associations - as opposed to an 
explanatory framework 

Å Bottom-up methodology - a complex social system is 
best understood by building it from the ground ǳǇΧ

Å Drawing attention to different aspects of rural change 
and restructuring 

Å Application of existing research methods in different 
ways



Background

ÅEuropean Research Council Advanced Grant
ÅFebruary 2014 ςJanuary 2019

ÅUnderstanding globalization and its impacts in rural 
localities

Å5 work packages
ï(Re-)assembling the global countryside
ïMapping and narrating the global countryside
ïA (counter-)topography of everyday globalization
ïDifferential global engagements in emerging rural economies
ïRural assemblages and grounding global challenges



Newtown case study

Agriculture Textiles Population (2011): 11,317
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Research questions: 

ÅWhat social, economic, political and cultural connections 
link Newtown with the wider world? 

ÅWhat have been the key factors in shaping the connected 
geographies of Newtown over the last 50 years? 

ÅWhat has been the effect of evolving global connections on 
the social, economic and cultural life of the town?

ÅHave evolving global connections contributed to the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
of the town?

ÅWhat do the dynamics and experiences of everyday 
globalization in Newtown tell us about how globalization is 
reproduced through local places?



Points of entry



DOCUMENTARY ANALYSIS 



Newtown, 1968



BeachamCommittee1964

άirrespectiveof the levelof population,a
policyof reducingthe existingscatterby
nucleation into larger and fewer
settlements should be implemented.
This would enable improved services
and socialamenitiesto be providedat a
lower cost and would form a structure
upon which a viable economycould be
developedto its fullestcapacity.έ



SURVEY WORK



The Industrial Estate

Business and trade 



Business survey 

ÅSurveys (online, self-administered and researcher-completed) 
& with follow-up, in-depth interviews with representatives of 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bŜǿǘƻǿƴΩǎ о ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ

ÅhŦ ǘƘŜ пу ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΧ

ï31% Manufacturing; 35% Retail

ï47% with <9 employees; 45% between 10-49 employees

ï35% of businesses established in Newtown before 1990, 
65% of businesses after 1990

ï48% made purchases from suppliers outside of the UK  

ï33% made sales to international customers





Q12.  Please estimate what percentage of 
your sales from Mid Wales are made to 
customers in the different geographic 
areas illustrated on the previous page:



Contact Attachments 

ÅRelocated to Newtown in 
1970s due to 
government- backed 
financial incentives 

ÅManufacture of forklift 
truck attachments

ÅCustomers include: 
BP, the UN, Chevron, 
Singapore Airlines, 
Eurostar, Honda, 
Glaxo-Smith Kline 

ÅInternet sales
ÅPoor transport 

connections
aŀǇ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ōŀǎŜ



Business networks 

ÅBehind the ordinary facades of the industrial 
estate are a complex set of international 
networks and supply chains
ÅNewtown residents enmeshed in the global 

economy through their everyday work
ÅMore-than-human mobility of materials, 

components & products and human mobility of 
managers, sales reps, migrant workers
ÅAffinities through networks but vulnerabilities to 

distant events
ÅRe-territorializationof industries and production 



INTERVIEWS & ORAL HISTORIES 



Migration stories: what drew people to Newtown?

Ȱ.Å×ÔÏ×Î ×ÁÓ a place I never, kind of, envisaged that I would live.  Well when I did 

my teacher training I was obviously starting to look for jobs.  I was living down in 

South Wales at the time and ) ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ )ȭÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅÁ ÆÏÒ Á 

long ÔÉÍÅȣ then the job in Newtown came up and I though oh Newtown.  That 

sounds lovely and I looked online a bit and thought it looks like quite a quaint 

farming, just a nice rural ÐÌÁÃÅȣȱ

òI was born in the West Midlands in a place called Rowley Regis which is not 

far from Dudley.  I came here in 1947 and how we came here was that my 

father worked in the cycle industry in the Midlands and he came here 

satellite worker to start the cycle factory which is now the Lion Works 

on the Pool Roadó

My brother came first in 1975. He was one of the (Vietnamese) refugees . That was 

actually from a boat.  So he landed in Aber and from Aber they rehomed him and things.  

So he was taken in by a family and then we got escorted over here.

I used to work for an American company and they chose Newtown purely because of  the beautiful 

site they see in the countryside.  The alternative was Merthyr Tydfil and the WDA were 

desperate for them to go to Merthyr Tydfil... (but) they just stopped here for lunch thatõs all 

and said, thatõs it.  This looks like a nice place.  Weõre going to stay here..



How do people live in a small town in a global world? 

άLΩǾŜ just got used to Internet shopping quite a lot. I 
ƳŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻΧ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
of people like the town and the shops that are there. 
LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻΣ ōǳǘ when ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
to travel for forty-five minutes to have a decent 
shopping ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ sit along those red benches and sometimes 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƛƴ 
their mobile phones.  Some actually communicating 
to each other sat next to each other on the ōŜƴŎƘέΦ 

άL booked myself a holiday to Jordan ŀƴŘΧ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ a 
wonderful holiday. It was really wonderful and it was 
the food and I came back absolutely, completely 
transported by my middle-eastern food.  I really, 
really loved ƛǘΧ put it this way I keep the cumin 
industry ƎƻƛƴƎΗέ 

άL have to say that YouTube, I mean, I burn it really.  
¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ LΩƳ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƴƻǿΦ  
LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
has really got hold on me and realising that LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ 
whole new world to discoverέΦ  

άȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻƘ ƎƻǎƘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ bŜǿǘƻǿƴ 
get a McDonalds?  Everybody was very grateful for 
ǘƘŀǘΧ ό.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎύ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǳǘƭŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƭƛƪŜΦΦΦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀǘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘǎέ 

άΧǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ move here and 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀέ

ά.ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ [a] one horse town, for the best 
graduates to want to come and make a life here. LǘΩǎ 
a nice place to bring up children.. but maybe not to 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-one, 
twenty-two ... it may be more difficult to go on 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƘŜǊŜέΦ 



PARTICIPATORY TECHNIQUES 



Methodological challenges: 

ÅHow do you engage people in more mundane 
discussions of everyday life???

ïIt can be hard to convince people to talk to you if 
you do not have a clear agenda and specific issue 

ÅAccessing everyday practices and knowledges



ÅWorking with approximately 60 school 
children, aged 8-11.

Å Send a postcard to relatives/friends in 
other parts of the world

Å Mapping these connections 
Å Recipients undertake survey exploring 

their relationship with Newtown
Å Engage with ideas around 

communication, technological change 
and migration in the classroom

Postcard project



Food diaries

Å 15 members of Newtown WI 
Å Food diary for 2-week period over 

Christmas
Å Recording what they cooked and why?  
Å Reflecting on incorporation of 

international influences into our food 
practices and traditions

Å Issues of food provenance, sourcing etc.



Crowd-sourcing data



REPRESENTING THE DATA



Newtown Storymap

Available at: http://s3.amazonaws.com/uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/f5641269fcf756a7cd319ed628381f38/newtownish/index.html

http://s3.amazonaws.com/uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/f5641269fcf756a7cd319ed628381f38/newtownish/index.html


CASE STUDY EXAMPLE:
Wool ςǳƴǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜΧ



Newtown Wool Industry

Å 1820sςNewtown was the largest producer of 
woollen fabrics of Wales 
ïRiver Severn providing power, railways 

facilitating exports

Å Pryce Jones ς²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƴŀǎǎ Ƴŀƛƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
company
ïSold Welsh flannel to European Royalty, German 

Army and customers in Australia and America 

Å 1880s onwards ςdecline due to competition 
from modern factories in N England 

Å Today- Local sheep farmers remain, with the 
British Wool Marketing Board maintaining a 
regional collection depot in Newtown 



Woolly networks 

Å Range of actors represented in 
narratives on global wool 
production, including
ïSheep farmers
ïWool Merchants 
ïProcessing and manufacturing 

companies
ïRetailers

Å Economically-centred accounts 
tend to overlook more-than-
human factors, including:
ïSheep
ïWool
ïLand
ïClimate
ïViruses and pathogens 

Roche, 1995



Farm





²ƻƻƭ ŀǎ Ψōȅ-ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΩ 

ά!ǎa percentageof what that sheep makes, I think ƛǘΩǎdefinitely a by-
product. LǘΩǎa by-product ǘƘŀǘΩǎgot to be taken off the sheep. If people
couldget awaywith not shearingthey would, and somepeoplesell their old
ewesbefore. ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭsellthem in the marketprior to shearingto savethe cost
of shearing[Χ] Peopleshearthen at the moment becauseif you ŘƻƴΩǘthe
sheepwill be deadand they get struckwith maggotswithout treatment and
they will beŘŜŀŘέ. (Steve)

ά²ŜΩǊŜtalking about £5 a ewe at the most whenƛǘΩǎcostingyou £1 just to
pay the shearer. Theactual gatheringand then packing,becausefor every
shearerȅƻǳΩƭƭneedprobablyone anda half men after to get the sheepin. To
packthe wool. Sortthe sheepandget them backin the fieldsandsoon.

Thenyouget it packed,ȅƻǳΩǾŜgot to deliverit andget a date in whichto take
it in, andƛǘΩǎa bulky product andƛǘΩǎnot the easiestthing to carry. We had
five tonsof wool herelastyearandit takesa lot of room.έ(Steve)



Wool Producers



Wool Grading Depot



Lab Testing

ά{ƻƳŜ of the data is not 
really relevant for certain 
wool types like your kempy
mountain types, but for 
other types your finer, sort 
ƻŦΣ ōǊŜŘ ǘȅǇŜ ǿƻƻƭǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
going to go into cloth or 
knitting and then it does 
have a bearing on what 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ǉŀȅ ƛǘ ƻƴ 
a given day. It tells us that 
ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
product which one of our 
customers will ƴŜŜŘέ όWool 
buyer)



Auction

British Wool Marketing Board
Auction Rooms, Bradford



Scouring

ά/Ƙƛƴŀ obviously is a big market where they have a lot of primary processing, scouring 
and combing.  {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǎȅ ǿƻƻƭΦ  {ƻ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
more within this country, but that is an effect of globalisation as ǿŜƭƭέΦ  

(Curtis Wool Merchants)


